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Sir: 

This amendment is responsive to the Office Action dated November 1, 2002 for 
which a three-month period for response was given making this response due on or 
before February 1 , 2003. In view of the amendments to the claims and the remarks put 
forth below, reconsideration and allowance are respectfully requested. 

AMENDMENTS 

In the claims: 



Please cancel Claims 26, 29 and 30. 



Please amend Claims 22, 27, 31 and 34 as follows: 



22. (Amended) A method ros^epositing a quantity of fluid containing a nucleic 
acid onto an array surface having a plubdity of nucleic acid binding agents stably 
associated therewith, said method compristag: 

positioning a thermal inkjet head filledswith said nucleic acid containing fluid in g 
opposing relation to said substrate surface; and 

actuating said thermal inkjet head in a mann^sufficient to expel said quantity of ^ 
fluid onto said substrate surface to deposit said quantitj\)f fluid on said substrate surface, 
wherein nucleic acids present in said deposited fluid are capable of hybridizing to their 
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